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nteriors

Where the Heart |s

KITCHEMNS HAVE
BECOME THE
HOME"S SOCIAL
HUB. COMBINING
FUMCTION WITH
AESTHETICS.

By Barbara Liston
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% there any room i the home more ivicing

than the kitchen® We're irresistibly draven o

this sanctuary of warmith and sustenance in
an almost :.'"fll:ii."-'.'ll WA, A5 OUF ANCESLOrs YWere
dravwm to campires

Its no wonder that todays kitehens are
l‘|-='*~lp.l!l.'-‘| te be more than just convenicnt
pleces to prepare meals. Indeed, rodxe kirch
e are often the social ol of the home, where
tamilies and friends can comfortably gather,

“The assthenc has caughe ap wath the pra

Rigchens and family rooms now seamlessly blend
ragether with the help of cabinetry that keoks like
fing furniture. In face seme kitehens are now
Ering desipned with tome of the tame features
you'd find in well-appainted dens. Archicect:

Jien Rizsa, Roas Design Group: Kitchen designer;
Busby Cabinet Company.

I:II..II ::I'.I!-\.'I:'.III'.'E l\.'\lu'. I:EI;,' J{I'.-\.'I'I{'H.“ SNVE _||||I I WL LN,

vice prestdent of the Winter Park-based hom.
design firm Lucia Kasak & Monday,

For |""~.i||'||,"|"_ kichens af the st had cotin

tertaps, cabinets and appliances that were
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funcrional but rarely beantiful, Todaxy,
countertops and floors are often made
al wone, Cabinets are crafied from fur

niture-guality wood, And apphances,
when they aren’t discretely hidden, are

sleck works of indusiral and

A GATHERING PLACE

*Everything becomes more impar-
tant in the kitchen, because its now
the showpiece of vour home, 2 place
wherne you entertain, wys Beth Dover,
muarkerting dinecior for MWysne Granive
& Marble of Orando, a large distribu
wor of natral stone

“The kitchen has becomie ineigraed
inte the living space of the home
OO, AErees |']'.-:|.||.1 Johnion, owne
of Komerstone Kitchen & Bath. “Irs
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neot a space that’s off to the side, where
one cook i relegated 1o '|.'c.'|rlr.|.|1yh and
coming out to sy hi to the guess.”

While the kicchen-great mom com
bination has been around for years,
ihe lavest trend in home remodeling,
as well as in new construction, s 1o
nuake the kitchen and living area even
more like ane big mom.,

Remodelers are not just knocking
out walls berween kitchens and living
areas, they're aluo rearing out 42-inch-
tall bars that once separated kitchens
froan famdly rooms,

‘If you have a party of 15 ro 20
people, instead of half gathering in the
kitchen and the other half in another
poodn, now the whale party 11 1n the

combined family soom and kitchen,”

save Rick Caccavello, president of
Central Kitchen & Hath

That combined moom docsnt neces-
sarily look much kike a kirchen

“A lor of our customers are Jooking
for kitchens that don't look ke kivch-
cis, e Licea.™ |i1;.'_'_-' loak maore like
well-appointed dens.”

For example, Lucia says, he's desgn-
ing kitchens with fewer upper cabi-
nets, leaving more wall space for micely
lit displays o are.

Even the refrigerator, the tallest

Some homecwners are choosing 1o put
their kitehen technalogy on display, That
means madern. stainless-steel appliances
are front and centar i even the most
traditioral kitchens. Kitchen designer
and builder: P36 Conatrisction,
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apphiance, 5 diappearing into drawers
hiddden behind cabinet frons. So ane
dshwashers and microwaves, [Drwers

Are NOW Comman in storage cabinets
and I.'I.L1!||:I.'i.l.'h. rakin L Easy o Felricve
irems even from the back

To leelp make up for the loss of ra
ditiomal cabanets, designers are creat
ing large, hidden pantries. Sometines
pantry doors are so well -.iu.y_un.n:d
behind cabinet fronts thar casual visi-
tors won't even know they're there

Kitchen cabinewy that asembles fine
atrituee is also part of the trend sowand
bilendinyg kitchens with living areas,

Many homeowsiers are embellish-

mg the basic wall of cabines with

12

Matural stong countaruepd, backeplishes
and floors are commaon in today's
kitchens, as are lower cabinets with
specialized stomage space, meaning more
pots, bowls and dishes can be stashed
beneath counters and klands. Kitchen
designer: Karen Kassik, Lusia, Kassik &
Maonday: bullder: Faring & Sona,

legs and feet and archivecmaral details

such as fluting, three-piece molding

amd wainscoting,

"This tramsforms cabinetry from just
a box into furniture—in look and cost
as well,” says Johnson, whao recently
created a $210,000 s of kitchen cab
inets for a client

Mematched finkhes are also comman
on both cabinets and countertops
Some cabinets may be painted while
others retain a natral wood findsh

Lountertops amund a sink may be
gramte, while an island muay be topped
by wood. Black granite might anchor
a cook-top while multcolored gramive

1% l:l-.l,'\-l‘l clurwhere

THE STONE AGE

stone, once seen only in expen-
RN CLISECNIT EIIII'I!II.":. i'H-I.IIr_|I1'=.| |‘-|:-r the
wealthy anymore, In pecent VEATS, [
e countertops have begun 1o appear
i even msderately priced homes

Dresigners say that the price of some
granite s now comparable o the price
of |I1'r'il-l.'|||.| franmade connter mare-
rials, such as Cortan, Thar meams more
prosduction builders are able o inclinde
Eenuine mone in their models,

“Its the stome age.” savs Darlene
spezz, founder of Mystic Granite &
Marble. “BEveryone wants stone. Dt
like |.1-.!!.'||:|__|.: a pacce of amtwork.”

But of materials are importane, how
they're used i5 even more crucial.
Countertop design has become an
industey in iself, 23 homeowses work
with fabricators b0 creste what is 1_|:i:.;|-|
the room’s focal point

At her Orlando warchouse, Spezri
displays hundreds of slabs of granite
and marble from amound the world
gathered from quarries in Saudi Arabaa
Indareaa, Africa, Braeil and India

"You can come out to the yvard and
actually select your slab,” savs Spezn
“All the homeowners love that,
because they're going v actually feel
ot ansd touch ot and elean it every day”

Homeowners” stone choices often
influence the rest of the kitchen
design, notes Spezzi. “People ane now
first selecting their granite, and then
choosing their cabinet eslors and
J-]-‘-P';HI'u.'-;.ih she Sl

As the popularity of natural szone
continues to rise, demand for other
exciic countertop materials has also
e reased

For example, some « CUNEEFTaps
are made of grafiite embedded wirh
SCMI-Precious SO, Or CToss-5eg
nans of chambered noudles shells o

even petrified wood
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“It% =o pumbgue, so customitzed,” sy

:
':ir-q-:-'..-i. el [ %1 p'.q'l:u 1 it ~.|1|||-.'||1'.|1|‘.'_1.r:':.'
special for yvour house, a paece of atune,

a l;|1.|r.|: af beauty for vour home™

AM URBAM FLAIR

A for appliances, not all homcbuy-
ers want to hide them behind fine
-.'.|'|'-||1L'|rll.'. Those with more conten:
porary tastes often apt for a look that’s
almost commercial, where the tech-
nalogy 15 prondly on display,

Sramnless steel appliances are pop-
ular with MST Homes buyers, says
Sam | rH.::. the buildes’s -.1-.".'I;.:I:I
CENLEr MANARET,

MeKee’s clients are making the
conk=top a kitchen focal poine by
chooang larpe, stunless steel clomimey
hoods, Those same buvers often apt
foa Zlass tile and ole with the loak of
metal on backsplashes, she s
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Caccavello savs he'’s abo experienc-
ing a surge in demand for contempo-
rary kinchen \.I:.'ll:l_l.'_. |||-:t'|[. influenced
by media coverage of the many new
comdominiim wwers rsing in down-
o Oirlando.

“The luxury condos are pretoy
much all going contemporary, giving
ihieim that urlaan :|l.1|.r," Caccavello LIV,
| think that Orlando, which is lis-
tortcally a traditional toawn, is starting
to get it—that contempaorary would
fic amoumd heme”

In the kitchen, contemporary means
streamlined cabinerry insread of ormane,
dramatic moldings and hardware.

Caccavello s clients are foregoing
upper cabinets altogether and concen
trating all storagre vider the counters
and 1&lamds

Ta compensate tor s shorEe aboee,
lower cabinets are equipped with spe

clalized pullowt racks for pots, dishes
and spices. Gone are the vaolitarian
white plastic racks, which now come
inn stylish stainbess sieel and chrome or
richly molded wood

=811 the bells and whistles are now
going inside the cabinetry rather than
oanrsiche,”
starting po realize chat the interiors
of their cabinets are just as impor

L8 Caccavello "I‘:--.'ulrl‘.:_' are

tant as the exveriors when 11 comes
tis beauty, The funcrion is starcing o
et beauriful” T

Contamparary-style kicchens, with sleck
appliances, shiny mirfsces and simple
hardware, are catching on in Central
Florida. Some local experts sy the rend
is partially 3 result of media actention
given 2 the wrban-chic condeminsurms
now under way in dewntown Orlanda
Eitchen designer and builder: P3G
Construction.
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